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- Student Describes -
Bay Of Pigs Baittle

e TN
ages of 14 and 16 are concern- |- S :
ed about girl:, a car of their . Rty i
owr. and ihe lalest singing |7 . . .
iage. Geavae del Valle " was | : B
leirning of hate.and how to

Early in 1539, shortly after |
¢ Castre’s viclasy in Cuba, the |7,
- St Gregory's College fresh-. 7'y -
man was still’. living in his
native land.

What was it like to. be 14
+and live under the Casiro
‘re;_:imc? . :

“One day my brother and 1 o,
ruot a ¢nll,” Goorge del Valle P
‘recalls of those days, “to go .- : .
‘to church and pick up my :
. grandmother. Someone thought
(that there was going to be
- trouble.

! “Outside the church there }.
‘weve about 100 military guys ¢
‘and when the people came out .
tof the church they started £. o sl
calling them dirty names and §° . : . ot ‘fi
making fun of the people. All P CORISUUNURD- AP 0 PO
of the young people started to

Aight them (the soldiers), Then .._... —— e
they started firing their guns; When government officials’
+at us. I escaped, but many of heard of the underground ac-!
ithe young pcople were Jalled-,tivities of the Catholic youths, |
‘One of my friends was $hotithey began to harass the fam- |
.in the head with a machineijlies of the youths involved. |
‘aun. ‘The del Valle home was

R
ot

Most young men between the {7
A

“

George dcl Valle

L) «

‘fwo years later 16-ycnr-oldasvam on the movemenis of
George del Valle was in Reth- |members of the family. On
alubo, Guud o, training un- | August 18, 1960, Fernando del
Jder the direction of the U. S.[valie put his wife and three
Central Inteiligence Agen.cy. sons, Fernando, George and
in April of 1961 he was flying |Roberto, aboard a commercial

Jorces at the Bay of Pigs.  IHe left the country in October
, Befuore Caslra's rise 10 pow-i aboard a fishing boat.

er Fernando del Vallel  Meanwhile, George del Valle
CGeorge's father, was a major|had lied to officials about his

¥ The five days from April 15}

b

iscarched and officials kepty

“rupphy missions (0 the Ivasion | soroe baney for Mimms ia, | TP and 1 stopped shooting. |

in. the Cuban Air Force and
e commander of the San An-!
ronio Air Force Base. He alsol
owned six cafeterias in Ha-
vana. Two months after the
revolution he was dismissed
from the military and shortly
:Jost his business to the gov-l
‘ernment.

IFollowing the incident at the
church in Havana, a number
of Catholic youth organiza-
tions began plotting agadnst?
:the Castro government, “We
‘planned to take the arms and i
‘go to the hills and fight
‘George del ‘Val.le faid. . ~};
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~mala, the 300-man air force|

age and had joined the Cuban}

refugee air force of the Frente
Revolucionazid ~ Democratico,
(Revolutionary Democratic
Front), which was financed by

the CIA, and was in Guatery

mala training.
After two months in Guate-

detachment joined 1,500 Cu-i
ban refugee infantrymen at
Happy Valle Base near Puerto
Cabeza, Nicaragus, a former
World War II U. S. Air Force
Base. (Although the minimum
age for the refugee forpes was
obstensively 18, Geoige del
Valle said that about 500 merg-

FAY an PN I

0oy s

¢ “were spent in['

preparation for the now inv

famous Bay of Pigs invasion. |,
L * L]

.to Aprii 19, 1961, are engraved
-in the memory of the St. Greg-
ory's student. - .

The first action of the in-
‘vasion came on Saturday,
»April 16, 1961. Six B-26 bomb-
rers, manned by Cuban refugec
.pilots, took off from Happy,}
!Valley to raid dir bases in|
!Cuba. The invasion had orgi-
' nally. been scheduled for April
16, but was delayed for- one
' day. e
Geonge - del Valle saw his?
first action.on April 17 as ay|
‘bombardier of a C-54 transport’
"planc  with fthe mission of!
dropping supplies {0 the inva-g’

—pem— e memen

sion forces. o
Six minutes away trom Cuba

| the transport was attacked by }

» two Cuban pilots flying Eng- ¢

lish-built fiphiers. The C-54f

_wus rescued by two U.S, Navy l

o1 jet fighters, wiich were parti

of a Naval task force providing ;

J | cover for the invasion and airL

| drop. . . g

jts target area, George del Val- i
i le looked down on the battle
from the open bombbay doors.
L “The first thing I saw wag a
tbig fire caused by a napalm
bomb. Then I saw eight or nine |
tanks moving towards oul
“troops, “he recalls,” and 1
started screaming at the pilot .
: to sweep them with rockets..
“Then I heard a Jot of shoot- -
v ing and when I looked down I |
saw five or six rows of bullets |
- conming at us, I'started shooting ;
» back with a-hand gun. Then I
heaxd the order to make the

‘“When we turned to po
home we found that the plane .
was hit and the number one
engine had failed.” !
After the C-54 limped back
‘to Happy Valley Base the crew
learned the Cuban refugee
_forces had lost two of their six
planes during the mission.

_Although he was mnot as-
‘simned to a mission on April 13,
George del Valle hid aboard

1

The seqond ‘' mission was
rougher than {he first. ’
The end of the war came at
Happy Valley Base on Thurs-
day, April 18. “They told us
the invasion had failed.” We
cried.” T e

In a foew weeks Gecige dél

{mrs of the infant) ¢ force were
-ounget than.this) Thé next

[P Oriivogny
. . .

Valle was back in Miami ats
tending .. Coral LGable, ,high

P

I As the lransport approached | school. Ther in Odtober,

|
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1962,7
the Cuban Missle Crisis blared!
across the' headlines. Rumors?
spread among the -Cubans ini
Miami that another invasion ofi
the Island was pending. At
the direction of the U.S. gov-'
ernmeat, the young men joined”
the U.S. Army and began®
special training at Fort Knox,
Ky. Then the crisis passed and’

180 did tne plans for the inva-:

sion. After six months, Geonge'
del Valle wuas discharged. o

While in ithe service- the
youth had oblained his high
school diploma, He worked int
Miami and Kansas City, Ma.&
until he had saved enough,
money for college. Tihis Tall het
emolled 8t Si. Gregory's Col-
lege in Shawnee. Okla., as a:
pre-engineer major. He plans

one of the transports. “If. wa$
important that I go,” he Said. |

ito continue his edication at
; Oklahoma Universily or Kan-.’
Isas University. '
4 The rest of his family is
jsull in Mianu, His father is.
+ working in the circulation de-
-partment of the Miami daily
Fnewspaper and attending night
fclasses " in order {o obtain a,
fdraftsinan certificate, ]
i George del Valle, though)
-not bitter, has slrong opinions.

«lton why the Bay of Pigs inva-

i sion failed. “Most of it was be-.
; cause the plan- was' changed,
¢he says. “W didn't have the
gg‘.'m_ equipment and the full
tbacking of the U.S. Air Force.
i W1t was like you pick up a
ihitch<hiker and only take him’
ahalt-way to-where he is going.},

as ot




